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Installation Description
   A Call To Halt: A multimedia installation and critical timeline of the Euromissiles Crisis, and of 
the nuclear abolition movement in the United States from 1977-1987.  The installation includes a 
participatory reenactment of the 1982 Nuclear Freeze Referenda, in which Wisconsin was the first in 
the nation to put multilateral nuclear disarmament policy to a popular vote.

A Call To Halt
      The installation A Call To Halt functions as a historical narrative of the Euromissiles Crisis 
and the nuclear abolition movement that arose in response. The nuclear abolition movement in 
the 1980s, a movement that inspired the largest single-issue political demonstration in American 
history, is often overlooked in the history of social movements. It is an inspiring story of 
ordinary people confronting the prospect of annihilation. As a Gallup Poll conducted in September 
of 1981 found, 70% ofof 1981 found, 70% of American people felt nuclear war between the US and Russia was a real 
possibility, and the remaining 30% of those polled were split between those who felt the prospect 
of nuclear confrontation was either “good” or “certain”. This sheds light on the outlook of the time.  
No one polled discounted the possibility of nuclear war.  The nuclear abolition movement brought 
the issue of arms control to the forefront of the political agenda within a contentious period 
dominated by national leadership focused upon the opposite, and actively engaged in a renewed 

arms race between the US and Russia. This movement set into motion the treaties and reductions 
in nuclear weapon stockpiles that brought the number of stockpiled weapons in the US from 
24,104 in 1980 to a reduced total of 4,650 today. The installation references cultural, political, 
and activist events of the era, and serves as an allegory of citizen involvement, as well as the power 
of everyday people within the political process.
   Within the A Call To Halt installation is a re-enactment of the 1982 Nuclear Freeze Referenda.  
This places the viewer in the roll of participant within this historThis places the viewer in the roll of participant within this history, and illuminates the very basic 
form of power in a democracy- the vote. The citizen’s referendum is in itself a unique form of 
direct democracy in our otherwise representative system. In re-staging the Nuclear Freeze vote, 
it urges one to consider the issue again in our era. Today, as President Barak Obama and many 
others have stated, the danger nuclear weapons pose is still present. The nature of this danger is 
different today than it was thirty years ago. Yet, this history, and the activism of the 1980s nuclear 
abolition movement is a reminder that ordinary people can turn the tide on what may seem inevitable.  
The actions and activism of ordinary people in the face of seemingly intractable problems can be an The actions and activism of ordinary people in the face of seemingly intractable problems can be an 
inspiration for all of the challenges we face today. Whether it is the continued fight for the abolition 
of nuclear weapons, or citizens confronting any looming crisis in our present or on the near horizon, 
this history is a reminder that small acts by many people toward a single goal can change the course 
of history.  

         Today, the Cold War has disappeared but thousands of those weapons have not. 
               In a strange turn of history, the threat of global nuclear war has gone down, but 
               the risk of a nuclear attack has gone up. More nations have acquired these weapons. 
              Testing has continued. Black market trade in nuclear secrets and nuclear materials 
              abound. The technology to build a bomb has spread. Terrorists are determined to buy, 
              build, or steal one.
                                            -President Barack Obama in Prague, Czech Republic, April 2009
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